To my wife, Amber, thank you for always believing in me. To my boys, Braden and Blake,
I hope you cherish what makes you unique and appreciate the differences in others.
I love you all very much. - Bryan (Dad)

v‘hare an
for

d

Written by

Bryan Smith

Illustrated by
Katia Wish

BOYSTTOWN:

Press

Boys Town, Nebraska

Hailey Discovers HAPPiness through gelf-Acceptance



Is There an App for That?
Text and Illustrations Copyright © 2015, by Father Flanagan’s Boys’ Home
ISBN 978-1-934490-74-7

Published by the Boys Town Press
14100 Crawford St.
Boys Town, NE 68010

All rights reserved under International and Pan-American Copyright
Conventions. Unless otherwise noted, no part of this book may be reproduced,
stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means,
electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, without express
written permission of the publisher, except for brief quotations or critical reviews.

BOYS iTOWN®

Press

For a Boys Town Press catalog, call 1-800-282-6657

or visit our website: BoysTownPress.org

Publisher’s Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Smith, Bryan (Bryan Kyle), 1978-

Is there an app for that? : Haily finds happiness through self-acceptance / written by Bryan Smith ;
illustrated by Katia Wish. -- Boys Town, NE : Boys Town Press, [2015]

pages : illustrations ; cm.
ISBN: 978-1-934490-74-7

Audience: grades K-6.

Summary: Magic apps promise to change Hailey so she feels more like she fits in. But as she tries
app after app, she begins to realize that trying to be like others isn’t all it’s cracked up to be!--Pub-
lisher.

1. Application software--Juvenile fiction. 2. Popularity--Juvenile fiction. 3. Self-acceptance--Juve-
nile fiction. 4. Self-esteem in children--Juvenile fiction. 5. Individual differences--Juvenile fiction. 6.
Children--Life skills guides--Juvenile fiction. 7. [Application software--Fiction. 8. Popularity--Fiction.
9. Self-acceptance--Fiction. 10. Self-esteem--Fiction. 11. Individuality--Fiction. 12. Conduct of life-
-Fiction.] 13. Children’s stories. I. Wish, Katia. II. Title.

PZ7.5643366 18 2015

[Fic]--dc23 1502

Printed in the United States
10987654321

BOYSHRTOWN, Bors Town Press is the publishing division of Boys Town,

a national organization serving children and families.

Saving Children Healing Families



Hi. My name’s Hailey, and I'm in the fourth grade.

I've had an awesome sumimer, but the fun has to stop because tomorrow’s
the first day of school. 'm not looking forward to it. Mom and Dad say you
go to school to learn, but I say you go to be picked on. You know why I loved

summer? Everyday I got to play with my cousin Tatum. Tatum doesn’t judge
me or call me names.

ML



After my parents tucked me in, I laid there wishing there was a way to be
more popular. If only I could be smarter, taller, or faster, maybe the other
kids would like me more. I would be the one everyone wanted to hang

around. Other kids would ask for my opinion, invite me to play, and even
want to sit by me at lunch!



Why does school



The next morning I woke up and went to brush my teeth.

“.A_H HH !” I yelled.

My mirror had turned into an app screen! At the top it read, “Pick One

App to Change Yourself for the Day.” There was an app for height, speed,
and even one to have a pool!

Could this thing really work? There was only one way to find out.
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! TALL !.l play

basketball
the first day of school,
so being tall like Tyler
was a no-brainer.
Tyler’s team always
wins because no one
can shoot over him. I
clicked the Ruler App
and immediately grew
two feet!




When my mom saw me, she screamed,

“What have you done with my daughter?”

I told her about the magic apps and that I'd be back to normal at the end
of the day. Mom said I should stay true to myself and find friends who like
me for who I am. Why do parents say stuff like that? I begged her to
let me try it for the week. Mom agreed, but said she could already
tell she liked the old me better.




Pages 10-31 are not included in this excerpt.



CHILDREN/LIFE SKILLS

Summer is over and poor Hailey is dreading going back to school.

She just doesn’t feel like she fits in. If only she could be tall like Tyler, or fast like Braden, or maybe
even smart like Cade. But everyone knows that just can’t happen...or can it?

e ‘“f’ Imagine Hailey’s surprise when she wakes up the first day of school to find her old,
| [~ & | Dboring bathroom mirror covered with magic apps! The apps promise to make her
Al = taller, faster, smarter, and so much more! What harm is there in trying them? The

il HARRY
f?_ —— | apps only last one day, and surely this could solve all of her problems, right?

Join Hailey on her comical adventures as she tries different apps in attempt after attempt to be
someone she isn’t, and begins to realize that trying to be like others isn’t all it’s cracked up to be.
With help from her mom and friends, Hailey learns she has so much to offer just by being herself
and that to truly be happy, all she needs is to look within herself instead of relying on others.

“It’s exciting to finally find a book that addresses the issue of trying to change yourself to fit in. I love how this
book uses humor to send home the message about staying true to who you are. I can’t wait to read this book
to students at my school.”

—Mary Ruggeri, Elementary School Counselor

BRYAN SMITH comes from a family of educators. He has worked in the education field
[ﬂ_ ) for more than 15 years. Bryan began his career as an elementary school teacher
L - before realizing he had a talent for helping children deal with difficult issues. He
- hassince become a school counselor, where he flourishes teaching students
life skills that will take them far and help them succeed. He he is married
and has two children.

KATIA WISH is a children’s book illustrator based in Boston, MA. She is the winner
of the 2011 Tomie DePaola Award from the Society of Children’s Book Writers and
Illustrators. In addition to working on children’s books and magazines, Katia =
teaches illustration at the Massachusetts College of Art & Design.
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