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Hey everyone, 
Amelia again. 

Let me tell you about 
something that happened 
in art class today.
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My teacher, Mr. Pastel, who we call Mr. P, paired everyone 
up with a partner. This was kind of weird because we 
normally work by ourselves, which I like better. 

Anyway, Mr. P told us we were going to be making a 3-D 
tree with our partners. He went over some examples and 
said today’s assignment was for each pair of students to put 
some ideas together. 
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Then, during the next 
week’s art class, we  
would make our projects. 

And whichever team 
had the best project 
would get a pizza 
lunch with him!
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I got paired up with Cole. Right away, Cole said we should use something like a paper 
towel tube to make the tree. It really didn’t make sense to me. Knowing a pizza party 
was on the line, I figured I would just get this done, by myself, at home. 

The next week, I couldn’t wait to see the look on Cole’s and Mr. P’s face when I walked 
into art class with our project already done. As I walked in, Cole said, “Hey, I brought 
some things to help make our tree.”
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“Don’t worry, Cole. I have it covered. 
Here. Take a look at OUR clay tree!  

Pretty awesome,  
right?”
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Instead of being happy, Cole seemed upset. Maybe he didn’t realize 
we were already done, and we had a great chance to win the pizza 
party! I tried explaining this to Cole, but he didn’t care. 

Geez. 
I didn't even get to help 

out with the project. 

Next thing I knew, 
Cole was telling Mr. P 
how I didn’t let him do 
anything. And of course, 
Mr. P walked over to me 
right away.



9

Before he could say anything, I blurted out,  
“I was just trying to help!”

“Amelia, I know. But you were supposed to work 
with a partner. You did a good job making this 
tree, but not so much at working with your 
partner. You didn’t even give him  
a chance.”



Pages 10-31 are not included in this excerpt.
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So many great ideas, in fact, that she doesn’t think she needs any help from anyone
– not even her assigned project partners. She’s more than happy to go ahead and do it
on her own. To Amelia’s surprise, her project teammates just don’t feel the same way –
especially after she fails to give them credit for their own hard work!

When Amelia’s antics result in cold shoulders and unfriendly stares from friends, she realizes she might 
need to handle things differently.

Luckily, Amelia’s teachers are there to teach her 
some simple ways to recognize and value the 
contributions of others. Will Amelia be able to undo 
the hurt she’s caused, and discover the true benefits 
of working as a team? Find out in the latest storybook 
from award-winning author and school counselor Bryan 
Smith in his very popular Without Limits book series 
for children in grades K-5.

When Amelia starts working on a 
project, she has lots of great ideas. 

Written by  

Bryan Smith
Boys Town, NE 68010  |  BoysTownPress.org

BRYAN SMITH is an award-winning author who comes from a family of educators. Bryan began his career as 
an elementary school teacher before realizing he had a talent for helping children deal with difficult issues. He has 
since become a school counselor, where he flourishes teaching students life skills that will take them far and help 
them succeed. Bryan is married with two children.

LISA M. GRIFFIN holds a BFA in Illustration and is an active member of the Society of Children’s Book Writers 
and Illustrators. Lisa is married and has three children.
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Illustrated by 

Lisa M. Griffin
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“What a great book to help children and even adults appreciate the contributions of 
others. I’m eager to use this wonderful story and the clear skill steps provided to help 
the children in our school learn this important skill!”  

– Megan Rawlins, Assistant Principal
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