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Hey everyone!

Blake here, Braden’s
awesome little brother.

- Whycan't school be aslaid
- back as summer? '

"
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During summer I can leave my toys out
and no one says a thing.

Before school started I wondered if maybe
this was going to be the year I'd FINALLY
get a teacher who
wouldn'’t care if I

was organized or not.

S Wrongd!
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It all started when my teacher, Mrs. Carter, explained that our class was going on a
field trip to the zoo.

This sounded great until she said, “I’m giving each of you a permission slip
for your parents to sign. Only students who bring back their signed
permission slips will be able to go.

So be sure to BRING THEM BACK!”




Here’s the bad part. I'm always Iosing things, and
everyone acts like it’s my fault. Don’t they realize I'm just a kid?

But there’s NO WAY I was going to miss this field trip, so I knew
exactly what to do.

I quickly ran to my teacher and asked her where the stapler was.
“It’s on the shelf labeled ‘Stapler,’” Mrs. Carter said.




I went and stapled the
permission slip to my
shirt. The kids in my
class looked at me like

Twasan ALTEWN!




“What on earth are you doing?” Mrs. Carter asked.

“Well, there’s NO WAY I'm losing this permission slip.”

“I'm glad you feel that way, but we need to come
up with a better plan than that.”




“You love baseball,
right?”Mrs. Carter said.

“And what’s better in
baseball than hitting
a home run?”

“I can’t think of anything!”
Isaid.



Pages 10-31 are not included in this excerpt.
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= 2t Braden’s brother Blake is

— ) ’!’.19“ \ ALWAYS losing things, and

\ nhetre: everyone acts like it’s his fault.
- ol \ What's the big deal? He’s just a kid!

But when Blake’s lack of organization leads to a forgotten field trip
permission form, and the missing class pet is found dwelling in his desk
debris, Blake starts to realize that maybe it’s more of a problem than
he thought.With the help of his teacher and support of his parents,
Blake learns the steps to getting organized by using his favorite
sport: baseball! Now, will Blake hit a home run by getting organized,
or will it be another strike out?
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“Organization is a topic that does not come naturally to many children. !
Finally, a book that children can relate to with easy-to-follow steps.

1>

[ can’t wait to use this with my students!

—Britni Haskin, elementary school teacher

BRYAN SMITH is an award-winning author who comes from a family of educators. Bryan began his career as
an elementary school teacher before realizing he had a talent for helping children deal with difficult issues. He
has since become a school counselor, where he flourishes teaching students life skills that will take them far and
help them succeed. He has written several popular series for young readers, including Stepping Up Social Skills,
Without Limits, Social Strategies and Kids Can Do It Too.

LISA M. GRIFFIN holds a BFA in illustration and is an active member of the Society of Children’s Book
Weriters and Illustrators. Lisa is married and has three children.
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