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The Pirate and The Ink Blot

CHAPTER ONE

“I don’t believe this!”

Jeff Kirkland stared into his bedroom mirror.
Over his right eye was a large black patch with thin straps
that wrapped around his head. “I look like a freakin’
pirate,” he muttered.

“It's not so bad, honey,” Mom assured him.
“I'll bet your friends will think it looks cool.”

Jeff rolled his eyes and puffed a heavy sigh.
“Whatever, Mom.” Jeff’s whole body felt all messed up.
His palms were sweaty. His muscles were balled up
and stiff with tension, and he felt as if he was about
to puke. Jeff was anxious, knowing he would see his
friends tomorrow. There would be questions and jokes;
he’d never live this down.

“Are you KIDDING me?” he cried. “How am
I supposed to play sports with this THING on my face?!”



Jeff ripped the patch off and threw it to the floor.
No big-time athlete would ever wear something like
this, he told himself.

And his buddies.... Oh geez, Jeff thought. What
will my friends think? Jeff considered himself lucky to
have a lot of friends. He always felt like he belonged. But
this? An eye patch? He was convinced his friends would
think he was a freak. Different. Strange. An outsider.

His eye patch, however, had to stay. At least for a
while. Jeff’s doctor had noticed Jeff’s eyes didn’t always
move together. A “lazy eye” the doctor called it. Wearing
the patch over his good eye would force the “lazy eye” to
get stronger.

In the morning, Jeff put on comfortable clothes
and laced up his new high-tops. He grabbed his
backpack, a granola bar, and ran out the door shouting
a quick, “Bye Mom!” over his shoulder. He hadn’t slept
much during the night, tossing and turning as his
mind raced. Jeff was a jumble of nerves walking to the
bus stop.

As he stood and waited for the bus, Jeff let go of
his backpack and closed his eyes. He took a few deep,
cleansing breaths in through his nose and out through
his mouth. He just needed to relax.

It’s fine, he told himself as the bus rolled to a stop.
Everything’s going to be just fine.
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The Pirate and The Ink Blot

CHAPTER TWoO

Stepping onto the bus, Jeff grabbed the closest
seat he could find and flopped down. The scenery began
moving past him in a blur as he imagined what the day
would bring.

“O! M! G!” screamed Chloe. “What happened to
your face?”

Suddenly, the bus got very quiet.

Jeff felt every eye on him, and he pressed himself
even closer to the window. His face turned bright red.
His stomach started churning again. His WORST fear
was coming true.

“Ahoy, matey!” a familiar voice shouted. It was
Jeff’s good friend Andy, and he was with Ethan and
Rafi. “Did we miss Halloween? What’s with the freaky
eye patch?”



“Yeah, dude,” said Ethan. “You need to lose that
thing. You won’t be able to play basketball with us
at recess.”

Jeff’s stomach dropped. He wanted to explain, but
the words got caught in his throat. His friends wouldn’t
understand anyway. Besides, Andy and the guys
confirmed his biggest fear. You can’t be cool with an eye

patch. His life was over. All anyone could talk about now

was “The Pirate” at Noble Elementary School.




Everywhere Jeff went, people stared. He was used
to being noticed — Jeff had always been good at sports
— but he wasn’t used to the confused expressions and
uncomfortable stares from so many strangers and
gawkers. It was like he had grown three heads. Jeff felt
truly uncomfortable at school for the first time in his life.
He had NO idea what to do.

In science class, Jeff's teacher grouped the
students into pairs and asked each pair to complete an
experiment. Jeff got stuck with the weirdest looking kid
in class — Reed Williams. The red-haired, freckle-faced
boy had a large birthmark stretching from his face to
his neck.

“Hey! Look everybody,” Andy snickered. “Pirate
Face and Ink Blot together at last!”

“Yeah,” laughed Rafi. “Freak friends forever!”

“Awwww!” the entire class seemed to say
in unison.

Jeff hung his head in shame then slowly glanced at
Reed, who was busy reading the teacher’s instructions.

Reed had no idea what had just happened.






The Pirate and The Ink Blot

CHAPTER THREe

Reed started setting up the experiment. Jeff
was frozen.

“Yo, Jefft We need some samples from
Mrs. Huang. Can you go grab ‘em?” Reed asked.

Jeff remained silent. Frozen.

“Jeeefffftf...” Reed called, waving his hand in front
of his partner’s face. “You ok?”

“REALLY? You think I could be ok? I have this
freaky black patch over my eye, and you want to know if
I'm ok? Really? NO, Ink Blot, I am definitely NOT OK.”
Jeff waved his arms wildly as his voice rose. “In fact,
I am the OPPOSITE of OK.” A fiery redness crept across
Jeff’s face, and he looked ready to explode.

“OK, Jeff, slow down,” Reed cautioned, motioning
with his hands. “Don’t you think you’re overreacting

a little?”



Pages 10-87 are not inlcuded in this excerpt.



oo -I= Kirkland is a popular athlete who hangs with the
cool kids. REED Williams is a brainy overachiever who is a
social outcast. Through an odd twist of fate, Jeff and Reed will
each become the other’s biggest defender and best friend.

The bonds of brotherhood are forged after Jeff is forced to wear a vision-correcting
eye patch, which he hates. The unwelcome stares from strangers, the covert
schoolyard name-calling, and the hidden taunts by his so-called buddies leaves
Jeff hurt and angry. Those are feelings Reed understands all too well.

The socially awkward Reed is often maligned for his appearance: the
flaming red hair, the freckles, and the facial birthmark his classmates
mockingly call the “ink blot.” When Jeff and Reed are paired together in
a class assignment, it’s the beginning of a friendship journey that will
challenge, surprise, and reward them in the most unexpected ways.

The Adventures of Jeff and Reed is a four-story anthology that captures

the anxieties, desires, dramas, and hard-earned triumphs that punctuate the tween
years and the sometimes-uncomfortable transition from elementary to middle
school. As Jeff and Reed grapple with school troubles, family problems, academic
stress, and unfamiliar social situations, young readers learn valuable lessons about
perseverance, trust, courage, loyalty, and self-respect.

“I LOVED it! As a therapist, | could easily see myself using these stories in my
therapy sessions.” -Sarah Danahy, LCSW

JEN KENNEDY is a straight-talking, problem-solving child advocate and
school social worker. She also is an adjunct instructor in the Masters of
Counseling program at Lakeland University. Her stories reflect the
real-life experiences of today’s youth.

WENDY FALK is a veteran educator and Counselor Lead for K-12 school
counselors in Appleton, Wisconsin. She has taught at every grade level,
from kindergarten through college. Wendy uses her creative imagination
and flair for writing to pen empowering stories for children that build their
confidence and resiliency.

STEPHANIE HIDER is a children’s book illustrator, avid gamer, and prolific reader whose
favorite word is plethora.
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