
Boys Town, Nebraska

To my ZoZo!
     ~ Love, Yuppie

The 

Written by JULIA COOK Illustrated by Dale Crawford



The Lucky Button
Text and Illustrations Copyright © 2025 by Father Flanagan’s Boys’ Home
ISBN: 979-8-88907-034-4

Published by the Boys Town Press, 13603 Flanagan Blvd., Boys Town, NE 68010

All rights reserved under International and Pan-American Copyright Conventions. 
Unless otherwise noted, no part of this book may be reproduced, stored in a 
retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, 
photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without express written permission of the 
publisher, except for brief quotations or critical reviews.

Boys Town Press is the publishing division of Boys Town, 
a national organization serving children and families.

For a Boys Town Press catalog, call 1-800-282-6657
or visit our website: BoysTownPress.org

Printed in the United States
10  9  8  7  6  5  4  3  2  1

Publisher’s Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: Cook, Julia, 1964- author. | Crawford, Dale, illustrator.

Title: The lucky button / written by Julia Cook ; illustrated by Dale Crawford.

Identifiers: ISBN: 9798889070344

Subjects: LCSH: Emotions--Juvenile fiction. | Separation anxiety in children--Juvenile fiction. | Security 
(Psychology)--Juvenile fiction. | Penguins--Juvenile fiction. | Human comfort--Juvenile fiction. | Self-
reliance in children--Juvenile fiction. | Self-management (Psychology) for children--Juvenile fiction. 
| Colors--Psychological aspects} Juvenile fiction. | Shapes--Psychological aspects} Juvenile fiction. | 
Counting--Juvenile fiction. | Children--Life skills guides--Juvenile fiction. | CYAC: Emotions--Fiction. 
| Self-control--Fiction. | Separation anxiety--Fiction. | Security--Fiction. | Penguins--Fiction. | Self-
reliance--Fiction. | Colors--Fiction. | Shape--Fiction. | Counting--Fiction. | Conduct of life--Fiction. | 
BISAC: JUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes / Emotions & Feelings. | JUVENILE FICTION / Social 
Themes / New Experience. | JUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes / Self-Esteem  
& Self-Reliance. | JUVENILE FICTION / Concepts / Counting & Numbers.  
| JUVENILE FICTION / Concepts / Size & Shape. | JUVENILE FICTION /  
Concepts / Colors.

Classification: LCC: PZ7.C76982 L83 2025 | DDC: [E]--dc23 FREE Downloadable Pages to 
reinforce the lessons ZoZo learns.



My name 
is ZoZo.
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Today I am sad. I miss my mom. 

I’m at school, and she’s at home.
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I feel scared when my mom’s not here.

“Don’t be sad, ZoZo.

Wipe away those tears.

“I have a great idea!”
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“These are my . 

I keep them in this jar.  

This one is a unicorn. 

This one looks like a car.”
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“These are my . 

I keep them in this jar.  

This one is a unicorn. 

This one looks like a car.”
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“I have silver buttons and gold buttons.

“These triangle buttons are blue.

“I have square buttons and round buttons.”
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“And octagon–shaped ones too.”
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Pages 10-31 are not included in this excerpt.



Written by JULIA COOK Illustrated by Dale Crawford

The 

Not having Mom by her side feels scary, and ZoZo’s fears turn into great big tears! When 
Pudgy the Penguin offers to share his Lucky Buttons with her, ZoZo starts feeling much better! 

    	                       “Whenever you miss your mom, just squeeze the button tight.
                  You will feel her close to your heart, and then you’ll be all right.”

Pudgy’s Lucky Buttons also help ZoZo learn shapes, numbers, and colors. PLUS, they  
remind her that she can do great things and help others!

The Lucky Button is a sweet and touching tale about finding a sense of connection and  
security during times of separation and transition. Special tips to help little ones struggling  
with separation anxiety, especially at school, are included for parents and educators. 

This is the debut title in best-selling author Julia Cook’s new Best START series,  
a collection of stories that are infused with early mathematics and awesome people skills!

CHILDREN/LIFE SKILLS
Ages 3-9

2503-064, 55-062 
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JULIA COOK, a former educator and school counselor, has written many books for children and teachers, 
including the popular page-turners I Just Don’t Like the Sound of No!, Making Friends Is an Art!, and But It’s 
Not My Fault. Her activity guides for teachers offer classroom-ready fun to reinforce the life lessons shared 
in her storybooks. Among her many awards, Julia has received the Association for Educational Publishers 
Distinguished Achievement Award, and her books have been honored by The National Parenting Center,  
Mom’s Choice Awards, and Teachers’ Choice Awards.

DALE CRAWFORD is an internationally published and award-winning illustrator, fine art painter, and portrait 
artist. Dale has a BFA from the Ringling School of Art and Design and resides in Franklin, Tennessee.

“I always say, ‘There’s a Julia Cook book for that!’ and The Lucky Button is no exception. ZoZo’s journey beautifully captures 
the big emotions that come with starting school, offering young learners both comfort and practical strategies for success.  

A must-read for helping children feel seen, supported, and ready for their academic adventures!” 
          ~ MOLLY RASKE, learner, mom, wife, principal, and Julia Cook superfan!

ZoZo is so excited to go to school!
But once she gets there, she starts to really miss her mom.  
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