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Hey, everyone! 
Braden here, and  

BOY do I have a story  
to tell you! 

You see, my parents and teachers 
just don’t get it. They must have 
forgotten what it’s like to be a kid.
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But it doesn’t matter, because there’s no way when  
THEY were kids that they had to deal with ANYTHING  
like what I have to deal with.

I mean, they seriously act like the  
stuff that bugs me isn’t a bi deal,g  
as if they know what is or is not  
a bi dea !lg  

They can’t! They’re adults!  
They haven’t been kids in like  

100 years…  
like since the pilgrims!
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Anyway, here’s the thing. I was  
doing great behaving myself at  

school, so my parents decided to take  
my little brother and me to the Fun Zone. 

The place has bumper cars, putt-putt golf, 

video games, and lots of other cool stuff. 

I couldn’t IIAAWW TT to drive a go-cart for the first time! 

When we got there, I ran straight to 
the go-cart track. As soon as the guy 
who worked there opened the gate 
to let us in, I immediately ran to the 
yellow go-cart. 

Then I heard, “WHOA there!”  
I turned around and the worker said, 

“Who’s going to  
drive for you?”
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“Um, no one,” I told him. 

And that’s when it happened. 

 The worst words I could ever 
imagine came out of his mouth. 

“I’m sorry, but you aren’t 

TALL 
enough to drive 
yourself.” 
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I stood there, stunned.  
I mean, seriously, he HAD  
to be joking, right? Obviously, 
he had never seen me play my 
race car video game at home. 

I ran to Mom to tell her about 
this because I just knew she 
would let me drive myself. 



Pages 10-31 are not included in this excerpt. 
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Braden brings the drama to every minor  

misunderstanding and annoyance in his life!
What was supposed to be a carefree afternoon of go-cart racing and putt-putt 

golfing quickly turns sour when Braden shouts and pouts about the rules.

When homework interferes with Braden’s plans, he overreacts again and makes 
things even more difficult on himself. Will Braden ever learn 

to keep calm in the face of disappointment? Or will 
every discouraging moment lead to a meltdown? 

With guidance from his mom and dad, Braden 
discovers he can keep his cool. See what other 

valuable lessons are learned in this fast-paced 
story about the perils of overreacting and losing 

self-control. 
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BRYAN SMITH is an award-winning author who comes from a family of educators. Bryan began his career as 
an elementary school teacher before realizing he had a talent for helping children deal with difficult issues. He 
has since become a school counselor, where he flourishes teaching students life skills that will take them far and 
help them succeed. He has written several popular series for young readers, including Stepping Up Social Skills, 
Without Limits, Social Strategies and Kids Can Do It Too.

LISA M. GRIFFIN holds a BFA in illustration and is an active member of the Society of Children’s Book Writers 
and Illustrators. Lisa is married and has three children.

“Of Course It’s a Big Deal! shares a helpful and effective step-by-step process 
to keeping one’s cool when things don’t go your way. Kids will learn a lot  
from Braden’s experiences, which may help prevent a disaster of their own!”

– Cathy F. Nelson, MS, Alternative School Reading Specialist and
2015 Alice Buffett Outstanding Teacher Award winner
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