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He’s so fearless, everyone calls him VINNIE THE BRAVEVINNIE THE BRAVE. But this courageous kid has 
a secret. There is one thing that makes him squirm and leaves him spooked – speaking up in class. 
Vinnie won’t raise his hand when he’s confused or has questions. Instead, he sits in silence and pretends
it all makes sense. But now his grades are slumping. To support him, his teacher comes up with a secret
signal Vinnie can flash whenever he needs help or attention. But when that signal is mistakenly ignored, 
Vinnie must make a choice… 

Will he find the confidence and courage to finally speak up? 
Or will he choose the comfort of keeping quiet? 

A special page written specifically for parents and educators offers practical 
tips on helping kids recognize the differences between helpful and harmful 
fears and how to manage social anxiety.
Chicorée Elementary Stories for Success books are popular with kids, parents, 
and educators who love the riveting tales and the always-fun-to-root-for characters.

JEFF TUCKER is a licensed professional counselor with experience providing mental health services to students of all
ages. Jeff earned his master’s in counseling from Louisiana Tech University and is pursuing his doctorate in counselor 
education and supervision at Adams State University. Jeff is passionate about education, promoting children’s mental
health, and social justice issues. He has always been an avid reader and writer and believes in the power of books to 
help children thrive. Jeff lives in Little Rock, Arkansas, with his spouse and their spoiled dog.

MIRANDA MORRISSEY holds a bachelor’s degree in both fine arts and graphic design. She lives in Wisconsin.

Crackling lightning. Creepy crawlies. 
Ghostly looking goblins. Nothing scares Vinnie!
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BRAVEBRAVE
“This is an amazing story to teach students the true meaning of bravery and that it is not just  
about doing things that others find scary. Things at school can be scary, too, and this book  

will be a great tool to reach children and help them understand how to persevere even  
through difficult times. Vinnie is a great role model that children will be able to relate to.” 

 – Melissa Johnson, Certified PreK-3 Teacher
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I’m a brave kid. Just ask anyone at 
Chicorée Elementary. They’ll tell 
you, “Vinnie’s not afraid of anything.” 
That’s why everyone calls me

 I’m fearless!BRAVE!BRAVE!
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How brave am I? Once, a wicked storm blew in with thunder so loud it 
made the whole school rattle. Kids in class jumped, but not me. I wasn’t 
scared. It was just a little rumble and rain. 
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Then there was the time a spider crawled into our classroom. Some kids 
screamed. Others ran to the opposite side of the room. Not me. I walked 
right up to it, lifted it with my bare hands, and set it free out the window. 
No biggie… it was just a bug.
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I do have a secret though. There is one thing that REALLY scares me. It’s not 
snakes or high places or creepy crawly things or even ghostly looking things. 
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I ’m afraid to speak up in class.I ’m afraid to speak up in class.
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You see, sometimes my teacher, Miss Hall, goes 
too fast for me. I’m not dumb or anything. I’m 
really pretty smart. I just don’t always understand 
things as quickly as everyone else. 

When Miss Hall teaches us new material, she 
always asks if we understand. Most kids say yes 
or nod. I nod, too, even when I’m confused. 
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Pages 9-31 are not included in this excerpt.
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