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My name is Norman David Edwards…  
but everybody calls me 

Noodle
Sometimes I get tired of 
being told what I NEED TONEED TO do.

“Noodle, you NEED TONEED TO do this…”

“Noodle, you NEED TONEED TO do that…”

I seriously think my mom  
should have named me

NOODLE, YOU  NOODLE, YOU  
NEED TONEED TO!!
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“Noodle, you NEED TONEED TO make your bed, 
and you NEED TONEED TO put your laundry away. 
Noodle, you NEED TONEED TO put down that game, 
and you NEED TONEED TO go outside and play!”
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Noodle,  
you NEED TONEED TO 
push in your 

chair.

You  
NEED TONEED TO 

slow down… 
Don’t run.

Noodle, you  
NEED TONEED TO take more  

time when you write. 

Is this a 6 or a 1?
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““Noodle, you Noodle, you NEED TONEED TO……ˮˮ    

““Noodle, you Noodle, you NEED TONEED TO……ˮˮ  
That’s all I hear people say. 
I bet if I counted the  
“NOODLE, NOODLE, YYOU OU NEED TO’NEED TO’ss,,ˮ  

I’d hear  
47,000 a day!

“Noodle, you NEED TONEED TO kick this way!”

“But when I do that  
it hurts my toe!”

“Noodle, you NEED TONEED TO play it like this!”

“But your way is WAY too slow.”
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“Today, Noodle, you NEED TONEED TO pull all the weeds.

And you NEED TONEED TO put your laundry away.

You NEED TONEED TO remember to turn in your homework, 
because you NEEDNEED a BB or an AA.”

11  . . .. . .

22  . . .. . .

33  . . .. . .



8

“Oh, and Noodle, remember… 
you have a book that NEEDS 
you to read it!”

Yep… that’s  Yep… that’s  
      what I thought.”what I thought.”

44......
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“Noodle, you NEED TONEED TO 
turn in your homework.”

Where  
is it?

1414  . . .. . .
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CHILDREN/LIFE SKILLS

JULIA COOK, a former educator and school counselor, has written many books for children and teachers, 
including the popular page-turners I Just Don’t Like the Sound of No!, Making Friends Is an Art!, and 
The Worst Day of My Life EVER! Her activity guides for teachers offer classroom-ready fun to reinforce 
the life lessons shared in her storybooks. Among her many awards, Julia has received the Association for 
Educational Publishers Distinguished Achievement Award, and her books have been honored by The 
National Parenting Center and Mom’s Choice Awards.

ANITA DUFALLA is an award-winning illustrator, editorial art director, and  
university adjunct faculty member in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

ssuu yyll ??rriieeSS oo What’s in it
Why do I  NEED TONEED TO do all of this stuff?

Noodle’s frustrated about always being Noodle’s frustrated about always being 
told told WHATWHAT  to do and to do and HOWHOW to do it.  to do it. 

Once again, Noodle’s mother is there to help him understand.  
This time, she explains the importance of practicing smaller  

chores so Noodle’s ready for life’s bigger challenges ahead.

Will Noodle learn to turn his ‘‘‘‘NEED TO’NEED TO’ss’’  ’’  into ‘‘‘‘I DII DIDD I ITTss,,’’  ’’     
changing his feelings of entitlement into appreciation for achievements?
Award-winning author Julia Cook tells another terrific tale in this  
very popular series, written for K-6 students.

“Finally a way to help answer students when they say, ‘What’s in it for me?’ I can’t wait to use this 
book to help kids look differently at the NEED TO’s in life.”  

– Bryan Smith, school counselor and author 
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